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BREAKING NEWS 

THE HUGHES HISTORIC RALLY 2025 
 

 

It is with great reluctance that the Club has decided not to run The Hughes Historic Regularity Rally in 2025. 
 
After losing Manston Airport we had two further setbacks. We managed to secure Mereworth Woods for our 
tests, but this meant a change of date. The only date that suited most people was Saturday 13th September, 
but as a result we lost our Secretary of the Meeting as he was also performing that role at The Goodwood 
Revival meeting that weekend. Additionally, many of our pool of marshals will also be on duty there, so this 
was likely to be a further issue. We also lost our Event coordinator due to pressure of work. It seems the 
Gods are against us this year, as we are unable to find replacements for the key roles at short notice. 
 
Instead, we will concentrate on building a new organising team with a view to running it in 2026. Our decision 
has been made with great sadness as this year is the 60th anniversary of our foundation, and we had 
intended to run this as our flagship event. 
 
Instead, we will be running a road-based 20/20 Regularity Rally on Sunday 27th April - the same weekend we 
had originally planned to run The Hughes. It will be using most of the roads in East Kent which we had 
planned to use, which will mean 90 - 100 miles of regularities. The route will be on tarmac roads, and not 
have any rough whites, so you can use your everyday shopping car if you wish. You will not need to have a 
typical regularity type tripmeter. Instead, you can use a tripmeter App on your mobile phone. If you are 
interested in entering this, please keep an eye on our web site, or contact Phil Smith at 
phil.blackpalfrey@gmail.com  
 
Dick Athow  
Chairman Blackpalfrey Motor Club of Kent 

 
 
 
 

Copy for March HIGHWAY to be submitted to sue.blackpalfrey@gmail.com by 25th February 
 
 
Disclaimer: The Editor reserves the right to alter, omit or hold over copy as they see fit. Views expressed herein are strictly those of 
their author and do not necessarily agree with those of the Editor or the Blackpalfrey Motor Club of Kent. 

HIGHWAY 
February 2025 

Blackpalfrey Motor Club of Kent 
The home of Historic Road Events in the South East 

 

mailto:phil.blackpalfrey@gmail.com
mailto:suewatson162@gmail.com
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January has been a hectic month – The Hughes taking up a great deal of my time. I was not part of the 
organising team this year as I intend to compete, but in my role of Chairman, I felt it imperative to become 
involved, at least for an interim period. 
 
Firstly, on 5th Si Kellow reluctantly decided to resign his post as Event Coordinator. His health, family life and 
work come first, and this left him little time to undertake the overseer’s role in the way he felt was required.  
 
Then, 48 hours later, Manston Airport let us down when they e-mailed us to say the venue was no longer 
available on 26th April. Apparently, it now transpires they have let 
it out for a supercar day – no doubt at a substantially higher fee. 
We also found out that there is a Saturday market on the apron 
and the public car park is used for visiting customers. As a 
result, a major part of the hardstanding areas would not have 
been available to us. There would also have been a potential 
major safety issue as far as the public visiting the market were 
concerned being within easy reach of areas where tests were 
taking place, so additional barriers and manpower would be 
required to keep our part of the site secure. 
 
We held our monthly committee meeting on Thursday 9th January and discussed options available to us. 
Manston had offered alternative dates, but these were not suitable as most of them clashed with other 
HRCR or HERO events, or other local club events which would have left us short of marshals. There are no 
other venues in East Kent where we could hold a number of tests, so we considered whether it would be 
feasible to move the event to the West of the County and use Mereworth Woods, if available. As we would 
need to start from scratch with a completely new route, we agreed it would not be feasible to keep to the 
April date. After looking at other events programmed for the autumn, we chose Saturday 13th September as a 
possible alternative date.  
 
All of this happened just as our representatives were about to go to the HRCR Open Day at Gaydon on 
Saturday 11th!  A brief press release was published on Friday so that our team could keep visitors up to speed 
on where we were and that we were now planning an entirely new route with the tests back at a venue that is 
an old favourite with regulars. 
 

Our January Regrun ended at The Stag, and Jack 
Stewart came up with a brilliant suggestion at the 
end of the Sunday Regrun. Dave & Phil have spent 
time and energy planning a route in East Kent 
which is approved by RLO.  It seems a waste not 
to use some of the road sections, so we are 
looking at putting on a 20/20 Regularity Rally – 
The Kent 100 – on 26th or 27th April. It is early in 
the planning stage at this moment in time, but it 
will be a road event only with no rough whites and 
no tests, so competitors can do the event in their 
road car, without the need for sump guards, etc.  

 
We held another meeting on 30th January to consider the way forward on The Hughes.  As we still did not 
have replacements for the two vacancies in the team it was agreed we should not run it this year, but instead 
put all our efforts in running The Kent 100 as a 20/20 road regularity rally – just like our Sunday regruns, but 
taking place over the whole day – either 26th or 27th April. 27th April is also Drive It Day. It is a much simpler 
event to organise as we will only need to PR a small part of the route, as required by the Kent RLO. Watch this 
space for further developments. 
 

Chairman’s Chat 
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With all of that going on, we have still found time to move forward with planning our main 60th Anniversary 
celebration. It will take the form of a Scenic Tour on Sunday 20th July. We are planning to start in the 
Maidstone area, and finish at Bilsington Priory. Again – watch this space. 
 
Amongst all of this, I did manage to have time to co-drive Tom Grant again on the Brands Hatch Stages. It 
was good to see quite a few club members there. I had gone down with a head cold at the beginning of the 
month and a total loss of hearing in one ear and only had 25% hearing in the other. Still – I did not hear his 
screams of excitement when we had a couple of spins on the greasy surface after some cars had hit the 
water-filled barriers which then leaked across the track. We won our class and came 47th overall from 90 
starters– not bad for a standard road going Clio 197.  
 
To round up a weekend of motorsport, Barbara and I marshalled on Bob’s Regularity rally the next day. It’s 
always good to give something back to the sport, and what better way of doing this than in our own club 
events. The day turned out to be dry and not too chilly, and all the competitors were pleased to see us on the 
route (especially the newcomers) and at the finish at The Stag Inn at Challock. 
 
Apart from that – it’s been a quiet month!! 
 

Dick 
 
Click on the image (left) to see 
the full results from the recent 
Brands Hatch Winter Stages – 
you can also find individual 
times, positions, etc as well as 
the overall results. 
 
Thanks to Alan Blissett for 
pointing me in the direction of the 
full results, he says: 
 
“You will see that our Chair, Dick 
Athow navigating, finished a 
creditable 47th running @ No 70 
of 90+ starters. 
 
Matt Weeks - Blackpalfrey, 
navigating for my old mate 
Charles de Garston, Tunbridge 
Wells M.C. finished 26th in their 
Escort starting at No 40. 
 
Liz Jordan MMKMC navigating No 
25 Escort was a late non-finisher. 
 
I was there to cheer them all on -
on a cold and misty day.” 

Link for results: https://www.rallies.info/res?e=612 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dLlHNCxNVTo  Brands Winter Stages Rally 2025 Crash & Action 

In this issue… 
Dear Editor | HRCR Open Day | BPMCK – History Part Two | Thomas’s First 12 Car 

January 2025- 12-Car Results | Feb Reg Run Entry | Club Nights | Dates for your Diary 
Rallies, Tours & General Car Events | | Blast from the Past | BPMCK Officials and Committee Members 

https://www.rallies.info/res?e=612
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dLlHNCxNVTo
https://www.rallies.info/res?e=612&r=o&i=300
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60s Navigation - I’m afraid I must disagree with Dick Athow’s view in 

Chairman's Chat in the January 2025 Highway. Referring to 1960s, 

when he was a 'mere child', Dick thinks that 'Navigating in those 

days was much simpler than the trick navigation we have 

today'. 

 

In 1968 (I think!), Barrie Lees (later to become a Bp V/P) entered us in 

a British Federation of Police Motor Clubs event, somewhere up in the 

Midlands, in his Mini Countryman Mk1 - The Crows Foot Rally. 

The FI’s included ‘Navigational Aids:- 12" ruler, protractor and a roamer will be required’. The 

navigation was what I can only 

describe as 'extremely varied' - 

all the route descriptions used 

'today', plus circular 

herringbones with no indication 

of start/finish, split route map 

traces in any order, 

latitude/longitude plots with 

compass bearings etc., etc. all 

handed-out at various time 

controls and all to be plotted 

'on the move' – on 1” OS 

maps!, not the easy to read 

1:50,000 maps you guys use 

now. Unfortunately, my eyes 

are now not as good as they used to be. From a large entry, and in a somewhat ‘unsuitable’ car, we 

finished 7th O/A and were extremely chuffed. 

Then there was the Monte Minor 

Rally, organised by the BLCC, and 

recognised as being ‘navigationally 

challenging’.   

Apart from the usual tulips, map 

traces, grid lines and  spot heights, 

etc., there were route descriptions 

similar to the ‘jogularity’ used in 

present HRCR events, including our 

Hughes Historic Rally – and grid 

bearings, an example of which is 

shown here. However, I will concede that accurate timing, to the second, perhaps makes modern 

events more onerous for the driver/navigator. 

 

I was lucky enough to win this BP sponsored event in 1967, with Robert Piper in his 1200 Beetle, and 

in 1970 navigating Barry Brown’s Lotus Cortina, plus 2 x 2nd and 2 x 3rd finishes in intermediate years.  

As Alan Blissett also discusses in the January Highway, Targa 

timing became the standard timing method used on rallies 

for almost 20 years, following its invention by John Brown in 

1963 and was used on the Monte Minor and most other 

events. However, it was eventually banned as it became 

widely abused - the standard method by which organisers 

could set very high average speeds in a manner that left no 

permanent record. 

 

Sincerely  

Brian Millen   

Dear Editor 
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January 11th saw the annual HRCR Open Day at the British Motor Museum at Gaydon near Warwick. Each 
year the championship winning cars are on show inside with many other classic rally cars on display outside. 
The halls above the actual museum hall are filled with stands from most of the motor clubs engaged in the 
HRCR various championships, alongside commercial stands from interested companies like Brantz.  
 
Since Blackpalfrey have events in two such series, 
namely The Hughes in the Clubmans series and the 
Tour of Kent in the Scenic Tours series, it is important 
for us to be there.  
 
Lee and Lesley plus family do a great job setting the 
stall up and manning it all day. It meant leaving home 
at 05:00 in temperatures of minus 5 and driving 3 
hours to set up, never mind loading and unloading.  
 
Jackie and I left Hawkinge at 05:50 on the same 
journey and helped Lee and Lesley during the day. It is 
also a chance to catch up with fellow competitors and 
friends, in my case the Knutsford MC friends on the 
Tour of Cheshire stand as well as my long-time driver 
Rich Harrison. Rich had put his VW Golf GTi, which we 
have been campaigning for a year or so, on show with 
a for sale note in the windscreen and by the end of the 
day had sold it! If we do any events this year it means 
back to the trusty MGB GT.  
 
Over the 6 of 7 hours, we were there, quite a few people came to the stand and took leaflets and asked for 
details and we had a chance to broadcast the news that the Hughes was being postponed, not cancelled, 
to September 13th and hopefully using Mereworth Woods, always a popular if rather daunting venue.  
 
It is also an opportunity to recruit marshals so well worth the effort, and many thanks to the Busbridge family 
for all they do to get us on show there. 
 
 
 

FREE WEBINAR 
  
Motorsport UK are hosting a free webinar with 
David Richards CBE, Chair of Motorsport UK, 
and Hugh Chambers, CEO, on Monday 3rd 
February from 19:00 – 20:00. 
 
Talking all things motorsport, this webinar 
focuses on what to expect from Motorsport UK 
for the upcoming year as well as reflecting on all 
the successes of 2024. 

 
Register to watch the live stream webinar on Motorsport UK TV here: 
 
  
  
 

 

HRCR Open Day 2025 
Peter Boyce gives us a round up of BPMCK at this event 

REGISTER TO WATCH LIVE STREAM WEBINAR 
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Blackpalfrey Motor Club – History Part Two 
Brian Millen continues our reflection on BPMCK History  
Looking back through some 1968 mags (the earliest I have) reminds me that Doug Harris was President and 
Dick Richardson and John Fernall were V/Ps. Chairman was my brother-in-law Alec Jessup (unfortunately, 
not in good health at the moment) and Alec was supported by a 15-person committee – looking at the list 
also reminds me, that the oldest member was ~30 years old! Back in those halcyon Dark Ages, Committee 

meetings and social evenings were held at Highfield 
House, a Jazz & Social Club on the London Road 
(A20), Maidstone and the Man of Kent (PH) in 
Tonbridge. The AGM and event awards evenings were 
held at the Great Danes Hotel, Hollingbourne. I was 
Rally Secretary for the ASEMC and Competition 
Secretary of our Club. Doug Harris, navigated by Mick 
Hayward entered the Circuit of Ireland in Doug’s Alan 
Mann (red, black & gold) decaled 911S – seized 
engine, when in 5th, just 120 miles from finish.  

Doug was 1968 ASEMC Champion Driver, with Roy 
Edwards (Ton Tyres/Tunbridge Wells MC) in 2nd 
place. 
 
The AGM showed a membership of 147 (Full 
Competitive Membership was £1 & Family Membership 
£1.10s.) and a Bank Balance of £176.19s.0d. 
 
Various venues were used for our events, with Driving 
Tests at Elderden Farm (184/786472) and John 
Fernall’s Marden garden, and Autocrosses with awards 
and Sponsorship from the likes of Castrol, Guards 
(cigarettes!) at Iwade, Paddock Wood and the Kent 
Messenger Championship Autocross at the Long 
Reach Tavern, Whitstable. This event attracted 4,000 
local spectators and holiday makers, and I have 
copied the balance sheet here. Entry receipts were 
£163.10s. and gate receipts were £356.19s.6d – a good 
income to the Club coffers in August 1968…Despite 
the vast amount of organisation involved in putting-on 
an event like this, somehow, it seemed easier, 
(perhaps, it’s an age thing?) with more helpers 
(marshals etc) willing to get involved and with less 
costs and safety restrictions etc. to worry about. Note, 
the scaffolding (for commentator and timekeeper) and 
Ambulance costs. 
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We were chuffed to receive the Stewards event report… 
 
Autocrosses became very popular through the 1970s and 
1980s, with large entries and with our events counting 
towards the National BTRDA Championship, as well as the 
ASEMC, AEMC and LCAMC Championships. Several events 
were run in the field in front of the Great Danes Hotel, 

attracting entries from 
near and far, and saw 
the first ‘Kent v Essex’ 
clash, which added to 
the general excitement 
of grass track racing. Somehow, I don’t think the GtDanes would be 
happy to accommodate events of this type today! Some of the top local 
competitors were John Homewood, later to represent Blackpalfrey in a 
successful circuit racing career, John Kennedy, Nick Whiting, Roy 

Edwards, Rod Chapman, M&MK’s Mike Jordan, Trevor Hopkins, Bill Cook and Grahame Standen in their 
Sunbeam, Mark Lloyd, Robert Piper, Chris Betson etc., etc.   

 
I think that’s ‘Miss Maidstone’ Janet Boichat, suitably dressed for the sun in Iwade and a Blackpalfrey event, 
on my right – and note the pewter and silver awards, available at reasonable prices in those days. 
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12 Car – Sunday 19th January 
Thomas Busbridge’s First 12 Car Rally    
   
 
This is my very first write up for Highway and my first 12 car 
rally as the navigator, some of you will know this is not my 
first ever 12 car rally as I used to ride in the back of a green 
marina in my car seat from the age of 6 months and loved 
every minute of it, back then it was dad driving and mum 
doing the navigating, but now it’s my turn with dad as the 
driver. 
 
I’ve been able to read maps since a very young age and have 
been navigating maps since I was in the cubs and still do 
now, I’m an explorer scout and doing my Duke of Edinburgh 
Silver award which by doing the 12-car rallies as a navigator 
it is going towards my skills part of the award.  I’ve also 
navigated to marshal points when we have helped on some different events throughout the years. 
 
Dad signed us up for the November rally but unfortunately this had to be postponed and was moved into 
December but we couldn’t make the date but with thanks to Dick he kept us still up to date and sent the 
route to use to have a go at plotting, we had a go this and realized that new maps were needed so my first 
one was in the January rally which was organized by Bob Pilcher.  Bob sent the navigation to us to plot, and 
the head scratching began!! 
 
With dad trying to remember what some of the clues were as he’s a bit rusty now! I started off with plotting 
all the grid references moving onto the rest of the navigation in order, when I first looked at it, I was a little 
confused but after dad explained what some meant it all started to make sense and come together.  There 
were various types of clues to help me plot and find my route. 
 
The day of the rally was an early start, and I was a little nervous but excited at the same time we made it to 
the start in plenty of time and as this was my first rally we decided not to attempt the timing and just 
concentrate on getting the route right.  When speaking to Peter Boyce and Phil Smith they both agreed this 
was a good idea.  So, the time of departure came and off we went. 

 
The first regularity I started to doubt myself that I had missed a turn but 
seeing a code board put my mind at ease as I realised that we were 
moving along the route quicker than I thought.  I soon settled in, and we 
made it through all the controls and the coffee stop. 
 
Onto reg B and we started off well and then I realized we missed a turn so 
a quick stop and reverse and we were back on track.  After going through 
TC2 it was a very long time before we arrived at TC3 as we thought we had 
missed a control, we saw some other cars going in the other direction 
which then worried me a little.  Dad said, ‘don’t worry about them, just 
continue on the route you have’.  We carried on to the finish at The Stag in 
Challock, for a well-deserved drink and relax.  I felt we had done really 
well for my first time and then it was time to chat to all the others and 
wait for the results be sent and to also start looking forward to the next 
event. 
 
 

Editor’s Note: Well done Thomas on your first navigation event, you and your dad did brilliantly! I think we 
may have been a car going in the other direction on Reg B so apologies for that – and dad is right, follow your 
route and you will do fine. We look forward to seeing you at the next one. Sue 
 
 
 

Thomas aged 2½ had an early introduction to motorsport 

Checking in at the TC 
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January 2025 / 12-Car Results: 
 
 

 
 
Congratulations to Rupert & Carole Burne on winning this month’s event. 
 
Organisers: Bob & Gavin Pilcher 
 
With thanks to our marshals:  
Phil Smith & Peter Boyce, Dick & Barbara Athow, Angus Dent & Sally Ahlers, Kevin & Tarna Ablitt 
 
 

 

February Reg Run – 23rd February 2025 
Entries now open 

 
Start: Frankie’s Farm Shop, Clapper Lane, Staplehurst, TN12 0JT 

Coffee Halt: Frankie’s Farm Shop, Clapper Lane, Staplehurst, TN12 0JT 
Finish: The Halfway House, Horsmonden Road, Brenchley, TN12 7AX 

 
Organisers: Nigel & Rosemary Mead 

MAP: OS188 
 

See https://www.blackpalfrey.club/february-regularity-run   
Enter here https://mtc1.uk/Entry/BMCKFebRegularity25/EntryForm.php  

Entry List https://mtc1.uk/Entry/BMCKFebRegularity25/EntryList.php  

 
 
 
 

  

https://www.blackpalfrey.club/february-regularity-run
https://mtc1.uk/Entry/BMCKFebRegularity25/EntryForm.php
https://mtc1.uk/Entry/BMCKFebRegularity25/EntryList.php
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 Motorsport UK RS Clubman’s Licence 
 

For all competitors who hold a Motorsport UK RS Clubman’s Licence please be aware that this level of 
licence does not automaticallyinclude personal injury insurance for 2025. This is a change for 2025. 
 
For competitors who hold paid licences (above the free RS Clubman’s Licence) automatically get insurance 
cover. 
 
If you have the free RS Clubman’s Licence, you can upgarde this to include personal injury insurance.  You 
can log into you account here: https://motorsportuk.sport80.com/  

For new applications you can choose the option when applying, or you can go into options and tools to 
upgrade. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Unfortunately, because there were too few entrants, Peter Boyce’s Navigational Scatter Rally planned for 
Friday 24th January had to be postponed. Once a new date has been arranged, we will let members know.  
  
Wednesday 12th February:  BPMCK Club Night  
From 7pm, The Newnham Court Inn, Bearsted Road, Maidstone. A chance to catch up with fellow members. 
 
Friday 7th March: Navigational Scatter Rally  
Jack Stewart and Matt Davies will be hosting a Scatter Rally with start and finish at The Grove Ferry Inn, 
Grove Ferry Road, Canterbury, CT3 4BP (full details in next edition of Highway). Entries will be opening 
shortly here: https://www.blackpalfrey.club/scatters  
 
Wednesday 12th March:  BPMCK Club Night TBC 
 
 

BPMCK Club Nights 

https://motorsportuk.sport80.com/
https://www.groveferryinn.co.uk/
https://www.blackpalfrey.club/scatters
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Date Event Organisers 
Wednesday 12th February  Blackpalfrey Club Night BPMCK 
Wednesday 19th February Weald Beginners Rally School – Final Session Weald 
Sunday 23rd February 1st Autosolo, Brands SDMC 
Sunday 23rd February Blackpalfrey Sunday Reg Run BPMCK 
Friday 28th February  Weald 12 Car  Weald MC 
Saturday 1st March Spring Tarmac Autotest, Ashford Market MMKMC 
Friday 7th March Navigational Scatter Rally BPMCK 
Wednesday 12th March  Blackpalfrey Club Night BPMCK 
Friday 14th March Weald 12 Car: Bexley Light Car Club BLCC 
Saturday 15th March 2nd Autosolo Ashford Market SDMC 
Sunday 23rd March Blackpalfrey Sunday Reg Run BPMCK 
Friday 28th March Weald 12 Car: Andy Gibson 12 Car BPMCK 
Sunday 6th April Tyrwhitt Drake Trial, Stoneacre Farm, Otham MMKMC 
Wednesday 9th April TBC Blackpalfrey Club Night BPMCK 
Friday 11th April Beginners 12 Car Rally Weald 
Saturday 19th April Stephen Stringer Memorial Autotest, Ashford Market MMKMC 
Sunday 27th April 20/20 Regularity Rally  BPMCK 

 
Blackpalfrey Motor Club of Kent 
https://www.blackpalfrey.club/events-1  

 
 Maidstone and Mid Kent Motor Club 

https://www.mmkmc.co.uk/index.php/calendars  
 

Sevenoaks and District Motor Club Ltd 
https://sevenoaksmotorclub.com/calendar/  

 
 Weald Motor Club 

https://www.wealdmotor.club/calendar/   
 

 
 
 
 

Dates for your Diary – Kent Events 
BPMCK organised/promoted events 

Richard Warne and Dick Athow at the East Anglia Classis 2024, Photo courtesy of Andy Manston 

https://www.blackpalfrey.club/events-1
https://www.mmkmc.co.uk/index.php/calendars
https://sevenoaksmotorclub.com/calendar/
https://www.wealdmotor.club/calendar/
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Upcoming Car Events  
Opportunities to show or spectate in February 

 
 
All event details featured are correct at time of going to press. Please check with the event organiser via the 
listed links for further information. 
 

Date Event Area 
8th February Snetterton Stage Rally 

https://snettertonstagerally.co.uk/  
Snetterton Circuit, 
Norfolk 

15th February Dishforth Targa & Classic Rally 
https://www.clitheroedmc.co.uk/Targa.htm  

Clitheroe and District 

15th/16th February Moonbeam Rally 2025 
http://www.telfordautoclub.co.uk/moonbeam-rally  

Telford, Shropshire 

16th February Bramley Targa 
https://fdmc.org.uk/calendar25  

Bramley, Hampshire 

22nd February Bath Festival Targa 
https://www.bathmotorclub.co.uk/club-events/the-festival-
targa-rally-2025/  

Castle Combe, 
Chippenham, Wiltshire 

1st March  Tour of Cheshire 
http://www.tourofcheshire.co.uk/  

Nantwich, Cheshire 

8th March Malcolm Wilson Rally 
https://www.malcolmwilson.co.uk/  

Cockermouth, 
Cumbria 

15th/16th March Palladwr Rally 
https://sandscc.co/palladwr-rally-15-16-march-2025/  

North Wootton, 
Somerset 

28th–30th March Generations Rally 2025 
https://rallytheglobe.com/rallies/generations-rally-2025/  

Harrogate, Yorkshire 

6th April Cambridge Classic Scenic Tour 
https://www.cambridgecarclub.co.uk/event-
calendar/cambridge-classic-run/  

Over, Cambridge to 
Biggleswade 

6th April Taith Cymru Scenic Tour 
https://www.hrcr.co.uk/hrcr-championships/scenic-tours-
series/  

South & West Wales 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

When? Where? What? 
2nd  
09:00-12:00 

The Doghouse Micropub and 
Vinyl Bar, Monta, Station 
Road, Ashford. TN25 6SX 

Retro Auto Breakfast Meet 
https://www.facebook.com/events/902477188622853/  

8th / 15th / 22nd  Lydden Hill Race Circuit, 
Wootton, Canterbury,  
CT4 6RY 
 

Sideways Sessions / LHMC Sprint Test Day / Car Track 
Day  & Kent Outlaw Oval Racing 
https://lyddenhill.co.uk/events/  

9th 
10:00-14:00 

The Wonderworks, Margate, 
CT9 4JX 

Motorholics February Meet 
https://www.facebook.com/events/1305016827433259  

16th  
12:00-16:00 

Lydd Kart Circuit, 
Dengemarsh Road, Lydd 

Retro Cars, Karts & Coffee 
https://www.facebook.com/events/9629280610417780  

 
Editor’s Note: From next month I will be looking ahead to car shows coming up in the spring and summer 
where you can go and display or view classics! If you know of anything happening in the South East please 
drop me a line sue.blackpalfrey@gmail.com and I will add it to the calendar!  

National Rallies & Scenic Tours 

https://snettertonstagerally.co.uk/
https://www.clitheroedmc.co.uk/Targa.htm
http://www.telfordautoclub.co.uk/moonbeam-rally
https://fdmc.org.uk/calendar25
https://www.bathmotorclub.co.uk/club-events/the-festival-targa-rally-2025/
https://www.bathmotorclub.co.uk/club-events/the-festival-targa-rally-2025/
http://www.tourofcheshire.co.uk/
https://www.malcolmwilson.co.uk/
https://sandscc.co/palladwr-rally-15-16-march-2025/
https://rallytheglobe.com/rallies/generations-rally-2025/
https://www.cambridgecarclub.co.uk/event-calendar/cambridge-classic-run/
https://www.cambridgecarclub.co.uk/event-calendar/cambridge-classic-run/
https://www.hrcr.co.uk/hrcr-championships/scenic-tours-series/
https://www.hrcr.co.uk/hrcr-championships/scenic-tours-series/
https://www.facebook.com/events/902477188622853/
https://lyddenhill.co.uk/events/
https://www.facebook.com/events/1305016827433259
https://www.facebook.com/events/9629280610417780
mailto:sue.blackpalfrey@gmail.com
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With thanks to Brian Millen for sharing this cutting from the early days of The Hughes. 
 

Blast from the Past 
Some pictorial reminders of previous events 

Our first three pictures this month have been sent in by 
Bill Cook, who explains:  
 
“These are a Blackpalfrey autocross from 1985. The blue 
Mk1 Escort is Jim Perris, and the orange Mini is 1750cc 
and is Terry Field. The 'Hartman Inks@ Mk 2 Escort is a 
replica of Blackpalfrey member Mark Lloyds Rallycross 
car which was used as a road car by Mark and his 
girlfriend before being sold to another Blackpalfrey 
member whose name I cannot remember, but that’s 
who is driving it in the photo. I’m afraid I don’t know who 
the orange Mk1 belonged to” 
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Autocross Memories from 1979, shared by Brian Millen 
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If you have any pictures or reminisces that you would like to share with club members email 
sue.blackpalfrey@gmail.com and each month we will feature some – and perhaps jog a few memories! 

 
 

Rallycross Memories from 1979, shared by Alan Blissett 

mailto:suewatson162@gmail.com
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FOLLOW YOUR CLUB 
click the icons below to find out more  

 

 
 

 
  

Your Ad 

Here 
If you have something to sell (car 

related), you’re looking to navigate 

or drive or need a navigator or 

driver or you have an event to 

promote, contact Sue, 

sue.blackpalfrey@gmail.com  

CLUB SHOP 
Treat yourself to some BPMCK merch 

Club Shop managed by ‘Logo That Polo’ 
 

To celebrate our 60th Anniversary, during 
2025 many items will be offered with a 
choice of standard or anniversary logo! 

 

 
  
There are lots of items to choose from with a range of 

bags and hats alongside the hoodies, polo shirts, t-
shirts and other clothing items. 

 
Many items can be personalised and there are a 

variety of colours to choose from too. 
 

Mugs, brollies and club stickers (standard logo only) 
are also still on offer, and details of how to get your 
hands on these are available via the Shop page on 

the website. 
 

 
All items can be purchased from the Club Shop 
https://www.blackpalfrey.club/shop  

Classified Ads 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/154079804681313/
mailto:sue.blackpalfrey@gmail.com
https://www.blackpalfrey.club/shop
https://www.blackpalfrey.club/shop
https://www.instagram.com/blackpalfrey2023/?igshid=MzRIODBiNWFIZA%3D%3D
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If you would like to contact a member of the committee, all posts are listed below: 
 

President Brian Millen brian@blackpalfrey.co.uk 

Chairman Dick Athow dick.blackpalfrey@gmail.com 

Vice Chairman Brian Millen brian@blackpalfrey.co.uk 

Treasurer Brian Millen brian@blackpalfrey.co.uk 

Secretary Andy Elcomb andy.blackpalfrey@gmail.com 

Membership Secretary Lee Busbridge membership.blackpalfrey@gmail.com 

Competition Secretary Phil Smith phil.blackpalfrey@gmail.com 

Social Team 
Matt Davies 
Jack Stewart 
Mark Watson 

matt.blackpalfrey@gmail.com 

Highway Editor Sue Watson sue.blackpalfrey@gmail.com 

Chief Marshal Grahame Standen grahame.blackpalfrey@gmail.com 

Equipment Officer Bob Pilcher rlpageng1@icloud.com 

Safeguarding & Environmental Officer Lesley Busbridge Cso.blackpalfrey@gmail.com 

Web Master Steve Thompson streetcar.blackpalfrey@gmail.com 

Club Shop Trevor Hawkins trevor.hawkins@blueyonder.co.uk 

Awards Secretary Peter Boyce peter.blackpalfrey@gmail.com 

Association Representative Brian Millen brian@blackpalfrey.co.uk 

Committee Members Dave Hughes | Simon Ingarfield 

Directors 
Brian Millen 
Dave Hughes 
Dick Athow 

brian@blackpalfrey.co.uk 
hughesey44@gmail.com 
dick.blackpalfrey@gmail.com 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Please remember to send in your ideas, letters, articles and pictures for the next edition by 25th February 2025 

BPMCK: Officials and Committee 

If you are not a member of Blackpalfrey and have perhaps come across this edition of HIGHWAY on the 
website, why don’t you join us? 
 
To find out more about BPMCK and what we do, to join or rejoin contact any Committee Member. 
 
You can also check out https://www.blackpalfrey.club/ for more club info or 
https://www.blackpalfrey.club/join to join online and to find our Privacy Notice and Club Rules 

The Blackpalfrey Motor Club of Kent Ltd (BPMCK) is recognised by Motorsport UK for the organisation of motor sport 
events and is a member of the Association of South Eastern Motor Clubs (ASEMC), the Association of Eastern Motor Clubs 

(AEMC), the Association of Central Southern Motor Clubs (ACSMC) and the Weald Motor Club.  
The Club also supports Motorsport UK's StreetCar initiative. 

mailto:dick.blackpalfrey@gmail.com
mailto:andy.blackpalfrey@gmail.com
mailto:membership.blackpalfrey@gmail.com
mailto:phil.blackpalfrey@gmail.com
mailto:matt.blackpalfrey@gmail.com
mailto:suewatson162@gmail.com
mailto:grahame.blackpalfrey@gmail.com
mailto:rlpageng1@icloud.com
mailto:Cso.blackpalfrey@gmail.com
mailto:streetcar.blackpalfrey@gmail.com
mailto:trevor.hawkins@blueyonder.co.uk
mailto:peter.blackpalfrey@gmail.com
mailto:hughesey44@gmail.com
mailto:dick.blackpalfrey@gmail.com
https://www.blackpalfrey.club/
https://www.blackpalfrey.club/join

